




Welcome Letter
After the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic in
2020, many of STAR's legislative priorities for the
2020 Regular Session were put on hold as our
elected officials decided to temporarily adjourn
as our state was dealing with the impacts of the
public health crisis. As a result, few of our
legislative priorities were able to make it to the
Governor's desk. These included, ACT 272 by
Representative Aimee Freeman, which required
teachers to receive annual training on
mandatory reporter obligations and ACT 269 by
Representatives Edmond Jordan and Barry Ivey,
which prohibited nonconsensual pelvic or rectal
exams. Since so few of our priorities were able to
make it to the finish line, we decided it would not
be helpful to have a scorecard for the 2020
regular session. 

This year, however, we are proud to present our
Legislative Scorecard for the 2021 Regular
Session. 

This work cannot be accomplished alone. For the
2021 Regular Session (as well as the historic Veto
Session), STAR worked with several organizations
and stakeholders to advance our legislative
agenda. 

Racheal Hebert, LCSW-BACS
Founder, President & CEO

Morgan Lamandre, Esq.
Legal Director
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American Civil Liberties Union
Citizen SHE United
Crime Survivors NOLA
Louisiana Apartment Association
Louisiana Board of Regents
Louisiana Budget Project
Louisiana Coalition Against Domestic Violence
Louisiana Fair Housing Action Center
Louisiana Governor's Office
Louisiana Partnership for Children and Families
Louisiana Press Association
Louisiana Progress Action
Louisiana Survivors for Reform
Louisiana Women's Caucus
Tigers Against Sexual Assault
United Way of Southeast Louisiana

We would like to acknowledge and give special thanks the following groups who
collaborated with STAR on our legislative efforts this year.

Acknowledgements
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Mission
To support survivors of sexual trauma, improve systems response, and create social
change to end sexual violence.

Vision
To build a community free from oppression and sexual trauma. 

Services
We provide confidential and comprehensive services to individuals and families
seeking to heal from sexual trauma at no cost. We also provide comprehensive
prevention education to youth and adults in our community. 

Survivor Support
24/7 Hotline
24/7 Hospital Accompaniment
Case Management
Legal System Accompaniment
Individual & Group Therapy
Safety Planning
Legal Representation

Community & Business Services
Community Outreach & Engagement
Youth Development & Education
Training & Technical Assistance

Sexual Trauma Awareness and Response (STAR) is a non-profit
organization committed to serving survivors of sexual trauma. STAR
has branches in Alexandria, Baton Rouge, and New Orleans.
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SUPPORT OUR WORK
Text RAPID to 41444 or
visit star.ngo/donate

to give now!

About Us

https://star.ngo/donate/


This bill exempts feminine hygiene products and
diapers from state sales taxes. STAR supported
HB 7.  

Rep. Aimee Adatto Freeman,   New Orleans, LA

HB 7

Key House Bills
Louisiana Legislature, 2021 Regular Session

HB 12

This bill would allow people to donate a portion of
their state income tax return to Sexual Trauma
Awareness and Response (STAR) organization. STAR
supported HB 7. 

HB 55

Rep. Malinda White,   Bogalusa, LA

Status: Signed by the Governor

Status: Signed by the Governor

HB 439

This bill would prohibit employers from requiring
employees to sign a contract mandating forced
arbitration for sexual harassment before any claim
would arise. STAR supported HB 439.

Status: Failed Committee

HB 234

This bill appoints a member of STAR to the
Louisiana Sexual Assault Oversight
Commission. STAR supported HB 234.

Status: Signed by the Governor

Rep. Candace N. Newell,   New Orleans, LA

This bill allows survivors to apply for protection
orders by written affirmation rather than an
affidavit, which requires a notary. STAR supported
HB 55.

Rep. Aimee Adatto Freeman,   New Orleans, LA

Status: Signed by the Governor

Rep. Barbara Carpenter, Baton Rouge, LA

This bill allow sexual assault to be included
as a reason for early lease termination. STAR
supported HB 375.                        

Rep. Aimee Adatto Freeman,   New Orleans, LA

HB 375

Status: Signed by the Governor

HB 382

This bill would prohibit discrimination in education,
employment, public accommodations, and housing
based on natural and protective hairstyles. STAR
supported HB 382.

Status: Failed House Final Passage

Rep. Candace N. Newell,   New Orleans, LA

HB 492

This bill eliminates the prescriptive period to file
civil claims for sexual abuse of a minor. It also
opened up a three year period to file civil claims
for minors that have previously prescribed. STAR
supported HB 492.

Rep. Jason Hughes,   New Orleans, LA

Status: Signed by the Governor

HR 148

This resolution requested the Louisiana Sexual Assault
Oversight Commission to study and make
recommendations concerning access by adult
survivors of sexual assault to their records related to
forensic medical examinations. STAR supported HR
148.

Rep. Barry Ivey,   Baton Rouge, LA

Status: Signed by the Speaker of the House
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This bill allow punitive damages for sexual assault
that occurs in the workplace. STAR supported HB
379. 

Rep. Ed Larvadain, III   Alexandria, LA
HB 379

Status: Signed by the Governor



SB 61

Key Senate Bills

SB 156

This bill would prohibit transgender students from
playing on sports teams that matches their
gender. The bill also set up a way for people to
enforce the law by "challenging" an individual's
gender. STAR opposed SB 156. 

SB 211

Sen. Beth Mizell,   Franklinton, LA

Status: Pending House Final Passage

Status: Vetoed by the Governor, House
failed to override the Governor's veto

This bill requires in-service training for teachers
and certain other school personnel on adverse
childhood experiences and trauma-informed
education. STAR supported SB 211.

Sen. Katrina Jackson,   Monroe, LA

Status: Signed by the Governor

Sen. Troy Carter, New Orleans, LA

This bill would prohibit discrimination in
employment based on natural and protective
hairstyles. STAR supported SB 61.

SB 230/HB 409

These bills specifically define who is required to report
power-based violence on university campuses and
mandate discipline for those who must report but fail to
do so. It would also require annual reports for power-
based abuse incidents on campus and provide further
compliance measures. STAR supported SB 230 and HB
409. 

Sen. Beth Mizell,   Franklinton, LA/
Rep. Aimee Adatto Freeman, New Orleans, LA

Status: Signed by the Governor

SB 232

This bill creates the LA Power-Based Violence Review
Board to serve as an advisory board to higher
education institutions in issues related to Title IX. STAR
supported SB 232.

Sen. Regina Barrow,   Baton Rouge, LA

Status: Signed by the Governor

Louisiana Legislature, 2021 Regular Session
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Legislative Champions

REPRESENTATIVE AIMEE ADATTO FREEMAN

Representative Aimee Adatto Freeman serves District 98 in the Louisiana House
of Representatives. During the three legislative sessions of 2020 and two
legislative sessions of 2021, Representative Freeman has passed multiple bills to
serve the women and children of Louisiana. Her notable legislation includes Act
449 and Act 138 to end the Pink Tax on menstrual products and children and
adult diapers. Her legislation also serves survivors of sexual assault and
domestic violence, including Act 1 of the 2021 regular session (HB 375) to allow
survivors of sexual assault to break their leases early due to sexual assault, Act
409 to reform college Title IX reporting, and Act 394 to allow victims of
violence easier access to temporary restraining orders. Aimee is dedicated to
addressing the needs of her community and has been a tireless advocate for
survivors in our state. For all of her work to prevent sexual violence and support
survivors, STAR is awarding Representative Freeman with the Legislative
Champion Award.
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REPRESENTATIVE JASON HUGHES

Representative Jason Hughes serves as a member of the Louisiana House of
Representatives representing House District 100 in New Orleans. Throughout his
career, he has been cited as a pragmatic, strategic thinker and consensus
builder, with a keen ability to build strong, effective bipartisan relationships and is
considered an expert public policy researcher and legislative strategist.
Representative Hughes is a strong advocate for education and is committed to
early childhood, K-12, and higher education and student success. His notable
legislation includes HB 411 which provided a comprehensive revision of student
disciplinary measures, HCR 20, which urged and requested the Governor to
appoint more women to public postsecondary education boards, and HB 492,
which eliminated the prescriptive period for civil actions for sexual abuse of
minors. Representative Hughes serves on numerous boards and commissions and is
an active member of several international organizations. For all of his work to
support survivors and his effort to pass HB 492, STAR is awarding Representative
Hughes with the Legislative Champion Award.

Legislative Champions
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Abraham, Mark    
Allain, R.L. Bret  
Barrow, Regina              
Bernard, Louie                                      
Boudreaux, Gerald                    
Bouie, Joseph                                       
Carter, Troy                  
Cathey, Stewart, Jr.                
Cloud, Heather                           
Connick, Patrick                       
Cortez, Patrick Page                    
Fesi, Michael "Big Mike"                     
Fields, Cleo                                 
Foil, Franklin J.              
Harris, Jimmy
Henry, Cameron                    
Hensgens, Bob                    
Hewitt, Sharon           
Jackson, Katrina R.          
Johns, Ronnie             

92%
90%
100%
92%
100%
100%
100%
92%
89%
91%
92%
89%
100%
91%

100%
91%
89%
91%

100%
100%

Lambert, Eddie J.
Luneau, Jay
McMath, Patrick
Milligan, Barry
Mills, Fred H., Jr.
Mills, Robert
Mizell, Beth
Morris, John C. "Jay"
Peacock, Barrow
Peterson, Karen Carter
Pope, J. Rogers
Price, Edward J.
Reese, Mike
Smith, Gary L., Jr.
Talbot, Kirk
Tarver, Gregory
Ward, Rick, III
White, Mack "Bodi"
Womack, Glen

91%
100%
92%
91%
90%
92%
92%
92%
83%

100%
92%
100%
92%
100%
91%

100%
92%
92%
92%

Louisiana State Senate

The Scorecard Snapshot
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Adams, Roy 
Amedée, Beryl
Bacala, Tony
Bagley, Larry
Beaulieu, Beau
Bishop, Stuart J.
Bourriaque, Ryan
Brass, Ken
Brown, Chad
Bryant, Marcus
Butler, Rhonda 
Carpenter, Barbara
Carrier, R. Dewith
Carter, Gary 
Carter, Robby 
Carter, Wilford, Sr.
Cormier, Mack
Coussan, Jean-Paul
Cox, Kenny
Crews, Raymond J.
Davis, Paula
Deshotel, Daryl 
DeVillier, Phillip
DuBuisson, Mary
Duplessis, Royce
Echols, Michael
Edmonds, Rick
Edmonston, Kathy
Emerson, Julie
Farnum, Les
Firment, Gabe
Fontenot, Bryan
Freeman, Aimee 
Freiberg, Barbara
Frieman, Larry

100%
58%
92%
77%
67%
88%
77%

100%
100%
100%
92%
100%
86%
100%
100%
100%
100%
92%
100%
57%
85%
71%
75%
85%

100%
77%
64%
79%
79%
75%
64%
79%

100%
92%
53%

71%
100%
58%
75%

100%
77%

100%
79%
92%
53%
75%
50%
100%
91%
75%
92%
92%
100%
100%
100%
79%

100%
100%
86%
100%
100%
100%
100%
57%
91%

100%
92%
57%
77%
92%

Gadberry, Foy Bryan
Gaines, Randal L.
Garofalo, Raymond E.
Geymann, Brett F.
Glover, Cedric
Goudeau, Jonathan 
Green, Kyle M., Jr.
Harris, Lance
Hilferty, Stephanie
Hodges, Valarie
Hollis, Paul
Horton, Dodie
Hughes, Jason
Huval, Mike
Illg, John R., Jr.
Ivey, Barry
James, Edward "Ted" 
Jefferson, Patrick
Jenkins, Sam
Johnson, C. Travis
Johnson, Mike
Jones, Frederick
Jordan, Edmond
Kerner, Timothy P.
LaCombe, Jeremy
Landry, Mandie
Larvadain, Ed, III
Lyons, Rodney
Mack, Sherman Q.
Magee, Tanner
Marcelle, C. Denise
Marino, Joseph A., III
McCormick, Danny
McFarland, Jack
McKnight, Scott

McMahen, Wayne
Miguez, Blake
Miller, Dustin
Miller, Gregory A.
Mincey, Buddy, Jr.
Moore, Pat
Muscarello, Nicholas
Nelson, Richard
Newell, Candace N.
Orgeron, Joseph A.
Owen, Charles
Owen, Robert "Bob"
Phelps, Tammy T.
Pierre, Vincent
Pressly, Thomas A.
Riser, Neil
Romero, Troy D.
Schamerhorn, Rodney
Schexnayder, Clay
Schlegel, Laurie
Seabaugh, Alan
Selders, Larry
St. Blanc, Vincent, III
Stagni, Joseph
Stefanski, John
Tarver, Phillip Eric
Thomas, Polly
Thompson, Francis C.
Turner, Christopher
Villio, Debbie
Wheat, William "Bill," Jr.
White, Malinda
Willard, Matthew
Wright, Mark
Zeringue, Jerome 

71%
82%

100%
86%
79%

100%
75%
77%

100%
75%
71%
79%

100%
100%
77%
83%
71%
71%
92%
80%
53%

100%
86%
100%
92%
58%
71%
86%
85%
71%
77%

100%
100%
77%
83%

Louisiana House of Representatives

The Scorecard Snapshot
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ROCK STARS
Louisiana State Senate

Senators scoring 100% and were present more than half the votes during the
regular session, were present during the veto session, and did not vote for SB

156 during the regular session were recognized as Rock STARs.

Gerald Boudreaux

Jay Luneau

Karen Carter Peterson Ed Price

Joseph Bouie

Cleo Fields Jimmy Harris
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Regina Barrow Gary Smith, Jr. Gregory TarverKatrina Jackson Ronnie Johns

Mark Abraham R.L. Bret Allain Louie Bernard Stewart Cathey, Jr. Patrick Connick Patrick Page Cortez

Barry Milligan Fred H. Mills, Jr. Robert Mills Beth Mizell John C. "Jay" Morris J. Rogers Pope

Mike Reese Kirk Talbot Rick Ward, III Mack "Bodi" White Glen Womack

Franklin J.  Foil Cameron Henry Sharon Hewitt Eddie J. Lambert Patrick McMath

Senators scoring 100% and present more than half the votes, during the regular session,
but voted for SB 156 during the regular session were recognized as Shining STARs.

Senators scoring 90-99% and present for more than half the votes
during the regular session were recognized as Rising STARs.
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SHINING STARS
Louisiana State Senate

RISING STARS
Louisiana State Senate



Representatives scoring 100% and were present more than half the votes during
the regular session, were present during the veto session, and did not vote for SB

156 during the regular session were recognized as Rock STARs.

Ken Brass Gary CarterBarbara CarpenterMarcus Anthony Bryant Royce Duplessis

Aimee Adatto Freeman Kyle M. Green, Jr.Cedric GloverRandal L. Gaines Jason Hughes

Patrick Jefferson Edmond JordanFrederick JonesSam Jenkins Mandie Landry

Ed Larvadain, III Dustin MillerC. Denise MarcelleRodney Lyons Candace Newell

Tammy T. Phelps Joseph A. StagniLarry SeldersVincent J. Pierre Matthew Willard
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ROCK STARS
Louisiana House of Representatives



Tony Bacala Rhonda Gaye Butler Jean-Paul Coussan Barbara Reich Freiberg

Roy Daryl Adams Wilford Carter, Sr.Robby CarterChad Brown Mack Cormier

Kenny R. Cox Pat MooreJeremy LaCombeC. Travis Johnson Malinda White

Stephanie Hilferty Mike Huval

Barry Ivey Edward C. "Ted" James Tanner Magee Joseph A. Marino, III Scott McKnight Clay Schexnayder

SHINING STARS
Louisiana House of Representatives

RISING STARS
Louisiana House of Representatives

Representatives scoring 90-99% and present for more than half the
votes during the regular session were recognized as Rising STARs.

Representatives scoring 100% and present more than half the votes, during the regular
session but voted for SB 156 during the regular session were recognized as Shining STARs.
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On HB 578 in the House Committee on Labor and Industrial Relations
March 15, 2018

Overheard

This bill, is to give some sense of justice and closure
to children that have been maliciously and heinously
robbed of their innocence. PERIOD. That is all I am
trying to do. They were robbed of their voice. I did
not seek this bill. In many ways it sought me. And
members, all I am seeking to do is give the voiceless
some sense of justice…some sense of closure. …
Members, this bill is on behalf of every victim and
survivor of child sexual abuse. We owe it to them,
and I would ask you to concur in the senate
amendments. 

Rep. Jason Hughes
On HB 492 on Adoption of Conference Committee Report 

June 10, 2021

At the Louisiana State Capitol

And y’all may ask, why is STAR at the

table? Because we recognize the

intersections of sexual violence and

racial injustice. And so that is why we

are here today.

Airzola Cleaves 
STAR Staff Attorney

On HB 382 in the House Committee on Civil Law and Procedure 
May 17, 2021

Members, I rise in support of this bill, and I

ask that you all would co-author as well. I

think it’s the time in this state where we all

need to stand together against any sexual

assault and so I rise in support of this bill. 

Rep. Denise Marcelle
On HB 12 before House Final Passage 

April 22, 2021

Good morning Committee, my name is Morgan
Lamandre and I am an attorney at STAR. I was
going to come up here and talk to you about some
situations where I have had clients who have been
killed, but instead I am going to come up here and
use my time to ask you respectfully to let survivors
speak, and to let them tell their stories. It takes a
lot of courage to come up here and silence is a
form of violence. So, I respectfully ask that for the
rest of this committee hearing you allow survivors
to finish their stories. 

Morgan Lamandre
STAR Legal Director

On HB 159 in the Senate Committee on Judiciary A
May 25, 2021

Senator Peacock (SP): So verbal…someone using
locker room talk…would that…

Morgan Lamandre (ML): I don’t know what locker
room talk is, so you are going to have to be specific.
...

SP: We have a motion by Senator Fields to report HB
379 favorable, which I am going to offer a substitute
motion to defer and the reason why is that I don’t
want to see our state go into punitive damages.

ML: We have punitive damages, with all due respect,
for quite a number of things…
…
Senator Cloud: So, being a woman, right, most
women have experienced harassment in some way
shape or form, but also as a mother of two sons, I
want to protect their interests in the future as well,
so I think narrowing the scope and the definition—I
have to balance both—being a mother of two sons
and being a woman, so unless we narrow that down
and it be very specific, I can’t move forward.

ML: Which I think we can work with that, but also as
a mother of two sons, and I am sure you’ll know, we
really need to raise them in a way that changes the
culture and lets them know that there are certain
types of things that are not acceptable in the locker
room or just said out loud. 
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On HB 379 in the Senate Committee on Judiciary A
June 1, 2021

Exchange between STAR's Legal Director, Morgan Lamandre,
and members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary A.





Survivor Advocacy Day
June 1, 2021

More than 50 survivors of interpersonal and systemic
violence, victims’ loved ones, allies, and representatives of
victim advocacy organizations gathered in Baton Rouge for
the first Louisiana Survivors of Violence Lobby Day. Thank
you to Louisiana Survivors for Reform for coordinating all our
organizations to connect with lawmakers about ways to
invest in crime prevention strategies, resources for directly
impacted communities, and how to make Louisiana’s Capitol
a more trauma-informed and welcoming place to share
their stories. STAR was one of many organizations to
participate in the event. Also, thank you to Katie Hunter-
Lowrey for sharing your photos for STAR's legislative
scorecard.
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STAR counted floor votes of legislators present on final passage for the majority of the bills
factored in the scorecard with the exceptions of SB 156, HB 439, and HB 492. For SB 156, we only
counted the vote during the veto session. For SB 230 and HB 409, we counted both votes as one.
So, if a representative was at least present and voting in support of either SB 230 or HB 409, then
they were given the points for that score. For HB 7, we used the votes during final passage and to
adopt the conference committee report as one vote. Representatives that voted against HB 7
during one of those votes were not given credit as being in support even if they did vote in support
during one of those votes. For HB 379, we counted the vote on final passage and to adopt the
conference committee report. The House Labor and Industrial Relations Committee votes on HB
439 were factored into the overall score of those members present and voting during the
committee hearing since the bill was not reported favorably. For HB 492, we only counted the
vote to suspend the rules to take up and consider the conference committee report on the same
day it was received. We know that this vote was likely political in nature and not an accurate
reflection of how legislators truly felt about the issue. However, since the vote was so close and it
realistically could have killed the bill, we felt it was necessary to showcase this vote rather than
the votes on final passage or to adopt the conference committee report. If a representative
scored 100% on the scorecard, was present during the veto session, and did not vote for SB 156
during the regular session, then they were designated a Rock STAR. If a representative scored
100% on the scorecard, but voted for SB 156 during the regular session, then they were designated
a Shining STAR. If a representative scored between 90-99%, then they were designated a Rising
STAR.

Louisiana House of Representatives

STAR counted floor votes of legislators present on final passage in the regular session for all of
the bills factored in the scorecard with the exception of SB 156. For SB 156, we only counted the
vote during the veto session. For SB 230 and HB 409, we counted both votes as one. So, if a
senator was at least present and voting in support of either SB 230 or HB 409, then they were
given the points for that score. There was only one senator absent during final passage for both
SB 230 and HB 409, so that was marked as an absence. If a senator scored 100% on the
scorecard, was present during the veto session, and did not vote for SB 156 during the regular
session, then they were designated a Rock STAR. If a senator scored 100% on the scorecard, but
voted for SB 156 during the regular session, then they were designated a Shining STAR. If a
senator scored 100%, but was absent for both the regular and veto sessions for SB 156, then they
were designated a Shining STAR. If a senator scored between 90-99%, then they were
designated a Rising STAR.

Louisiana State Senate

Methodology
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